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ilinistcrial level delegations of the Governments of Panama
SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION - . . . .

: and Costa Rica arrived at an agrcement which 1s intended
to expand cooperation along the Panamanian-Costa Rican

border in the ficlds of nparcotics and contraband control,
tourism, communicatious, qyuarantine, and segurity. The
agreement was reached during a one-aay meeting held

March 14 at the Panamanian border community of Paso Canoa.

Support for the Panamanian campaign for effective sovereign-
ty over the Canal Zone was pledged by the Ministers of

POST ROUTING Governuaent of both couniries. LND SUMMARY
TO: |Action | Info. |initials <
oo sorder Agreements Reached by Large Panamanian-Costa Rican G
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— According to newspaper reports, the mecting of March 14 N

grew out of conversations betwcen Lt.Col. Manuel Antonio
oMy s Noriega, national Guard G-2 intelligence and sccurity chiefgg

- aow | b and Costa Rican police officials. Other officials were
L e | . | added to the delegations to cover the broad range of ~
o Y| subjeccts. >

[ gty

A 22-point agrecuient was signed at the mecting. It affirmed
and modified an agreement of June 14, 1972. iost of the

; provisions were purely exhortary in nature; to establish

FILE | ncasures for stopping the traffic in drugs, arms and

Action Taken: —| undesirable people (#7), to coordinate the exchange of drug
| traffic information (#10), to establish greater control

4 over the landing fields in the border area (#6), to
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maintain close cooperation and coordination in the border
arca (#4), etc. A few announced concrete agreements; to
raisc the uncontrolled, duty-frce limit for purciases for

- home usc by residents of the border from §15 to $20 (#1),
peginning April 1 to maintain immigration offices opcn for
tourist processing 24 hours per day (#2), to establish laad
marks delineating the border in the Burica Peninsula (#20),
and Ffor the Costa Rican Government to call a new meeting
within three months for the evaluation of progress (#22).
Practical measures to implement these agreements must be
worked out before the next meeting of the full delegations.

The agreement was signed by the heads of the two delegations,
linister of Government and Justice Ricardo A. Rodrique:z for
Panama and Costa Rican Minister of Security Mario Charpentier.
Also signing were Costa Rican iinister of Government Ldgar
Arroyo, lanamanian #inister of Treasury and Finance Miguel A,
sancihiz, Costa Rican .linister of: Finance Porfirio Moreno,
Costa Rican Hinister of Agriculture ilernan Garron Salazar,
Lt.Col. wNoriega, and the attorneys general of both countries.
Advisers on the Panamanian side included the directors of

the offices of Lmigration, Customs Communications, Social
Conmunications and Civil Aviation,

Panana ilakes and Obtains Statements on Canal Issue

LA ESTRELLA reported darch 15 that Minister Rodriguez of
Panama had thanked the Costa Rican delegation on behalf of
GOP Chief of Govermment, General Omar Torrijos Herrera, saying:
“jo Panamanian can in thcse moments forget the important
participation whicin Costa Rica has taken at the Security
Council level and at the level of tae United Nations General

5 Assembly, ...of the Organization of American States, ...of

o UNESCO, ...of all the international organizations, in support,
in Jdefense of our legitimate rights in the Canal Zone."

Cos*a Rican Minister Arroyo replied in part that '"Panama's
riuit...is onc which has an echo in Costa Rica. We are
absolutely convinced of the justice of this fight, and...1in
Costua Rica we stand besidc Panama in this fight for the
recovery of its sovercignty."

Rumors of Postponemcnt of Meeting Turned out False

An alleged plot against the Government of President Daniel Oduber

of Costa Rica was headlined in Government-controlled EL ?ANAMA
AMERICA on March 9. The prediction made in the story that
the border meeting bLetween the security authorities of :Ee
' two countries would have to be postponed, however, turn
to be false. {
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i COMMENTS: The lack of close cooperation between tiie border
officials of the two countrics has meant long delays

: (up to 2 hours) for tourists at times, fears that past

! measures to control the traffic in drugs and contraband were
inadequate and a general fecling that the time had come to
take all the many aspects of the border situation under
study at one time by senior officials who have sufficient
authority with which to make binding decisions. The practi-
cal results of this latest effort will not be known probably

: until after the next high level mceting which has now been

§ called for. In between meetings officials will attempt to
implenment the generalized commitnents which were made
sarch 14. According to LKL PANAMA AMERICA of March 16 a real

~ factor in the decision to expand border cooperation was a

' shift, as the paper sees it, in the location of the regional

center for narcotics from Panama to Costa Rica. We think

such a finding premature at best.
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